
 

 

 



The Rakahs of Taraweeh

Ramadan is a sacred month for Muslims. The bene�ts and blessings of

Ramadan can be understood by noting that Allah Almighty mentioned

other months brie�y in the Quran when he said:

�ِ ا�ْ�َ� �َ�َ�َ �َْ��ًا �ّ �ُ�رِ �ِ��َ ا�� �ّ ةَ ا�� ّن� �ِّ�� إ�

"Indeed, the number of months ordained by Allah is twelve" (Quran �:��)

However, when it came to describing Ramadan, Allah Almighty clearly

stated its name along with its blessings:

�ِس وَ�َ�ِّ�َ�ٍت �َِّ� ا�ْ�ُ�َٰى وَا�ْ�ُ�ْ�َ�ِن �ّ ��َِل �ِ��ِ ا�ْ�ُ�ْآنُ �ُ�ًى �ِّ�� ّ��ِي أ� �َْ��ُ رَ�ََ��نَ ا�

The month of Ramadan is the one in which the Qur'an was revealed as

guidance for mankind and with clear proofs of guidance and the Criterion (of

right and wrong). (Quran �:���)
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It is stated in a blessed Hadith, that the beloved Rasool ��ّ ��َُ ِا��� �وَ�َ�َ�ْ� �ّ ��َ

has stated:

ِ �َ�ُ�ُ �ِم �َ�ْمُ اْ�� �ّ َ��ِّ�ُ ا��ُ�ُ�رِ رَ�ََ��نُ، وَ َ��ِّ�ُ اْ��َ�
)����٩٠٠٠ا�����(ا�����

Ramadan is the master of the months, and Friday is the master of the days.

Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’eemi ُ �َ�َ�ْ�ا���ّٰ��ِرَْ��َ� states, ‘Every month has

special dates, and every date has special times for speci�c worships. For

example, Hajj is speci�c to certain times in the certain days of Zul-Hijja.

However, during Ramadan, worship is performed every single moment.

Observing the fast is worship, Iftar is worship, waiting for Taraweeh

after Iftar is worship, sleeping after praying Taraweeh whilst waiting for

Sahri is worship, and then eating for Sahri is also worship. In short,

Allah Almighty’s mercy is seen in every single moment of Ramadan.

(Tafseer Na’eemi, part �, Surah Al-Baqarah, under the verse ���, vol. �, p. ���)

One speciality of this month is the Salah of Taraweeh, as it is stated in a

Hadith:

�َْ� رَْ��َ�ً وَ ا��ِ�ْ�َ� إّن� رَُ��َل ا���ِ ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ��نَ �َُ��ِّ� �ِ� رَ�َ��نَ �ِ�ْ�ِ

1)١٦٤ص،٢ج����ا��ا��(����

1 Further references: (Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, Vol 11, Pg 393), (Al-Sunan al-Kubra lil Bayhaqi Vol 2, Pg 698),

(Majma az-Zawaid Vol 3, pg 172).
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Indeed the Messenger of Allah used to pray 20 Rakahs and Witr in

Ramadan.

In Sahih Muslim, Sayyiduna Imam Muslim bin Hajjaj al-Qushayri

al-Naysaburi ا���ر��� has titled one of the chapters of his book as

“ �ْ�ِ�ِ���ُب �ّ َرَ�ََ��نَ�ِ�َ�ِم�ِ�ا�� ُ وَ�ُ� �َاوِ�� �ّ ا�� ” i.e. “The chapter of encouragement

to do Qiyam during Ramadan, which is Tarawih.” Under this chapter he

has written the following Hadith:

ُ��ُْ�ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصا���ِرَُ��ُل�َ�نَ )����٧٥٩(����رَ�ََ��نَ��ِ��ِم�ِْ��ُ�َ�ِّ�

The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to motivate the people to pray

Taraweeh in Ramadan.

He also narrates the following Hadith in the same section:

ّن� �ِرَُ��َلأ� �ّ �ِْ�َ��ِْف�ِْ��َ�ََجو�������ا������ا�� �ّ ّ��ا�� ّ��ا�ْ�َْ�ِ��ِ�ِ��ََ�� رِ�َ�ٌل�ََ��

ِ �ِ�َ ���َِ��ََ��ْ �ُس�َ�� �ّ �ُ�نَا�� ��َّ�َ�َ��َِ�َ�ِ��ََ�َ��ْ�َ�ُ �َ��ْ �ِرَُ��ُل�َ�َ�ََج�ِْ��ُْ�أ� �ّ ����ا������ا��

ِ�ِ�و��� �َ�ْ� �ّ ِا�� �َ�ِ �� �ّ �ْاا�� �ّ ��ََ�ِ �ِ�َ ���َِ��ََ��ْ �ُس�َ�� �ّ َذَ�َِ��َ�ْ�ُ�ُونَا�� �ُ��ََ��ُْ� ِ�َِ�ا�ْ�َْ�ِ��ِأ� �َ�ْ� �ّ ا��

ِ �ِ�َ �ْا �َِ��� �ّ ��ِ�َ�ِ �َ�َ�ََج �ََ�� �ّ ا��

“During the night, the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came out and observed

prayer in the mosque, and some of the people joined him in prayer.
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People chatted about it in the morning, and a large group of people

gathered there. The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) walked out for the second

night, and the people joined him in prayer. People started talking about

it when it was dawn. As a result, on the third night, the mosque was

packed. He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came out and they prayed along with him.

� �ّ �َ�َ��َِ��َ�ُ �َ�ْ� �ّ ُا�� ا�ِ�َ� �ّ َا�� ِ�َْ�ا�ْ�َْ�ِ��ُ�َ�َ� �ِ�ْ� �َْ��ِْ�َ��ْ�ُْج�َ�َْ�أ� �ِرَُ��ُلإ� �ّ و�������ا������ا��

َ�َ�ُ��ُ�نَ�ِْ��ُْ�رِ�َ�ٌل�َ�َ�َِ� ��َة �َْ��ِْ�َ��ْ�ُْج�َ�َْ� . ا�ّ�� �ِرَُ��ُلإ� �ّ �و�������ا������ا�� �ّ �َ�ََجَ��

ِ �ا�ْ�َْ��ِ�َِ���َة �ّ �َ�َ��َ�َ�َ �ْ�ََ�ا�ْ�َْ�� �ِس�َ�َ�أ� �ّ ّ�ا�� �ُ�َ� �"  �َ�َ�َل�َ�َ�ّ� �ّ� ُ�َ�ْ�ُأ� � �ّ � ��َ��َْ��َْ��َ�ّ�َ�َ�

ُ�ُ�ُ� ���ََ �َ�ْ� �ّ ْنَ�ِ��ُ�وَ��َِ��ِّ�ا�� ُ�َ�َ�ْ�ُْ��ُْ��ََضأ� �ِْ�َ���َة �ّ )����٧٦١(�����َْ��َ��َ�َ�ِْ��ُواا��

When it was the fourth night, the mosque was �lled to its utmost

capacity but the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) did not come out. Some

people among them cried: “Prayer." But Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) did not

come to them. He only came out for the morning prayer when it was

time. When he �nished the morning prayer, he turned to the people and

recited Tashahhud (I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and I

bear witness that Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is His Messenger). Then said: ‘Your

a�air was not hidden from me in the night, but I was afraid that (my
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observing prayer continuously) would make the night prayer obligatory

for you, and you would be unable to perform it’.”

Another Hadith in Sunan Nasai states:

َإّن� َا��� ُ�َ�َْ��ِ���َ�ُ���َ�ُ�َ��َ�ُْ�و�َ�َ�ْ�ُ�رَ�َ��نَِ���مَ�َ�ََض�����ٰو��َ�رَك ُو���َ� �َ���ً ����� إ

ًو ِ�ِ��َ�ََجإ�ْ�ِ���� �ِ� َُ��َ�ِْمذُ�ُ�ْ ��ْ�َ��َ �ُ�وَ� )�����٢٢١٠(���اُ�ّ�

Indeed Allah Almighty has obligated the fasting of Ramadan on you and

I have made it a Sunnah for you to do Qiyam (i.e. Taraweeh) in it. As a

result, whoever Fasts and performs Qiyam (Taraweeh) in it, with faith

and sincerity, is cleansed of his sins as if it were the day his mother gave

birth to him.

All of these narrations demonstrate the existence of Taraweeh prayer as

well as Muslims' desire to perform it. There is a consensus on the fact

that praying Tarveeh is a righteous deed. Some great legendary scholars

such as Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam Shafai, Imam Ahmed bin Hanbal and

some Maliki scholars ����ا���ر�� say that it is better to pray Taraweeh

with congregation. The reason for this is that Taraweeh is a sign of

Islam just like the Eid Salah.
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There are 20 Rakahs of Taraweeh according to majority of the pious

predecessors including Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam Sha�’i Imam, Ahmed

bin Hanbal, Imam Sufyan Al-Thawri etc. However, Imam Malik says that

the Rakah are 36. The reason for this is to correspond to the Meccan

people when they performed seven Tawafs after every ��� �َ�وِ (i.e 4

Rakah). These Tawafs were repeated four times in the Taraweeh prayer.

As a result, because the people of Madina were unable to perform

Tawaf, they chose to pray four Rakah instead. Therefore, they began to

pray the four-Rakah prayer four times. This is how they increased the

number of Rakah from 20 to 36 by adding 16 more.

(Sharh Muslim Allama Saeedi vol �, pg ���-���)

Proofs for 20 Rakah

We have already seen one Hadith regarding the beloved Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

praying 20 Rakah for Taraweeh. Another Hadith is mentioned by Imam

Ibn Hajr Asqalani ���ا���ر�� , he says:

ُ � �ّ ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصإ�
ٰ
�َْ��ِ���ّ�ِسَ��ّ� ِ�ْ�ِ�ً ِ����نَ�َ�َ�ّ��َ�ْ�َ�َ�ْ�ِ�رَْ��َ� �َ�ْ� �ّ ِا� َ��ْ�ُْج�َ�َْ�ا��ّ�ُسإْ��َ�ََ�ا��ّ��ِ�َ�

ّ� �َ�َل �َِ� ا�ْ�َ�ِ َ�ِ��ُْ� أْن �ُْ��َُض �َ�َ�ْ�ُ� �َ�َ� �ُ�ِ�ْ�ُ�َ� إ�َ�ْ��ِْ�� �ُ�

)٥٣ص٢جا�����(ا������
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Indeed the beloved Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص led the people for Salah with 20 Rakah

for 2 nights. Then, on the third night, the people gathered, he did not

come out towards them. Then he said in the morning: “I feared lest it

becomes mandatory on you. As a result, you would not have the

capacity for it.”

This proves that the 20 Rakahs of Taraweeh actually started from the

time of our beloved Prophet .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Afterwards, the Sahaba ����ا���ر�� also

held tight to this beautiful Sunnah. Let’s take a look at their practice.

The practice of Sahaba:

We will present 6 proofs in this section:

1) A famous companion of the beloved Rasool ,ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Sayyiduna Saaib bin

Yazeed ���ا���ر�� narrates that:

َ�َْ��ِ�َ�َ��َ�ُ�ْ�ُ�نَ�َ��ُ�ْا ُرَ�ِ�َا�ْ����ِب�ِْ��ُ�َ� ُا��� �َْ�رَ�ََ��نََ��ْ��ِ�ِ��َ�ْ� ِ�ْ�ِ�ِ�

�ُ�ْنَ�َ��ُ�ْاوَ�ِ��ْ��َ�ِ�ْ�َ،َ�َْ��َءُْونَ���ُ�ْاوَ�َ�َل:رَْ��َ�ً� ��َّ�َ�َ��َ�َ��ِْ��ِّ����ِْ�ِ��َ�

ةِ ا�ْ�ِ��م� �ُ�ْ��نَ �ِْ� �َّ��نَ رَ�ِ�َ ا���ُ �َ�ْ�ُ �ِْ� ِ�ّ��

)٦٩٨ص،٢ج�������ا���ُ��ٰى(ا��ُ�َ�ُ

During the reign of Sayyiduna Umar bin Khattab ُر��َ ُا��� ��َ� , during

Ramadan, people used to o�er 20 Rakah. They used to recite Surahs
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that were 100 Ayah long in this prayer. They used to lean on their

canes during the reign of Sayyiduna 'Uthman bin 'A�an ُر��َ ُا��� ��َ�

because of the amount of standing they had to do.

We learn from this account that people prayed 20 Rakah Taraweeh

throughout Sayyiduna Uthman's ���ا���ر�� rule. As you can see

from the foregoing narrative, the Taraweeh practiced throughout the

reign of Sayyiduna 'Uthman ���ا���ر�� was identical to that of

Sayyiduna Umar al-Farooq ���ا���ر�� .

2) The �rst ever Hadith book compiled in the history of this earth,

Muatta Imam Malik contains the following narration:

ً �َْ� ر��� ِ�ْ�ِ� ِ�َ��ٍث ّو� ��ن ا���ُس �َ�ُ�ْ�ُ�ْنَ �ِ� زَ�َ�ِن ���َ �ِ� ا����ِب �ِ� رَ�ََ��نَ �

)١١٠ص.١ج.٢٨١ر��ر���ن����م����ء����ب�����ا��م(����

"During the reign of 'Umar bin Khattab ���ا���ر�� , people used to

pray 23 Rakah during Ramadan"

This narration clearly proves that people used to pray 20 Rakah

Taraweeh plus 3 Rakah witr in the month of Ramadan.
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3) This action was not limited till the time of Sayyiduna Uthman

���ا���ر�� , as Sayyiduna ‘Ali ���ا���ر�� also supported the idea of

20 Rakahs, which you will see in the upcoming narrations:

ًأّن� ًاَ�َ�َ��ِ�ّ� �َ�رَ�ََ��نَ�ِْ��ِ�ِ��َُ��ِّ�رَ�ُ�� )١٦٣ص،٢ج����ا��ا��(����رَْ��َ�ً��ِ�ْ�ِ

Indeed Sayyiduna Ali ����ا���ر�� commanded a man to lead

20-Rakah Salah in the month of Ramadan.

4) Imam Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman as-Salami ���ا���ر�� says:

َدَ�َ� اء �ّ ً�ِ��ُ���َ�َ�َرَ�ََ��نَ�ِْ�ا��ُ� �َ��ِ���ّ�ِس�ََ��ِّ�رَ�ُ�� و��نَ��َل:رَ��َ�ً��ِ��ِ

� ّ�ِ�َ�ُ )٦٩٩ص،٢ج�������ا�����ى(ا�����ِ�ِ���ُ�ْ�ِ�

Sayyiduna Ali ���ا���ر�� called the Quran reciters in Ramadan.

Then he ordered a man from them to lead the people with a

20-Rakah Salah. Then Sayyiduna Ali led them for the Witr Salah.

5) Other than the Caliphs, some other Sahaba ����ا���ر�� also

supported the idea of 20 Rakah Taraweeh such as Sayyiduna Ubay

bin Ka’ab ���ا���ر�� , as Imam Abd al-Aziz bin Rufay’ ���ا���ر��

states:

ِ���ٍث� � ُ�ِ�ْ�ُ� �َْ� رَ��َ�ً، و ��ن اُ�َ�ّ� �ُْ� َ��ٍْ� �َُ��ِّ� �ِ���ّ�ِس �ِ� رَ�َ��نَ �ِ���َ�ِ���ِ �ِ��ِ

)١٦٣ص،٢ج����ا��ا��(����
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Sayyiduna Ubay bin Ka’ab ���ا���ر�� used to lead people for a

20-Rakah Salah in Ramadan, and he used to lead them for a 3-Rakah

Witr Salah.

6) Furthermore, Sayyiduna Ibn Masood ���ا���ر�� had the same

practice, as Imam Zaid bin Wahb ���ا���ر�� states:

ُر������دٍ�ُْ�ا���ِ���ُ��ن ِ�َ��َُ��ِّ����ا��� ِوَ�َ�َ�ْ�َ�ُِفرَ�ََ��نَ�َْ��ِ�ِ�� �ْ�َ�َ���ٌْ�َ�

�َ� ر���ً و �ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ ����ٍث� ��َل اْ��َ�ْ�َُ�: ��نَ �َُ��ِّ� �ِ��ِ

)٢٢١ص،١جا��������بور���ن���موا�������م(�����

Sayyiduna Ibn Masood ���ا���ر�� used to lead us for Salah in

Ramadan. When he �nished, there was still some time left in the

night. Imam A’mash ���ا���ر�� says: He used to lead a 20-Rakah

Salah and 3-Rakah Witr.

You might be interested to know that there is a part of the Quran

known as "Ruku." Have you ever pondered why "Ruku'' is the name given

to it? The description of this is explained in books of Qira'at. The Rukus

of the Quran were coined to indicate the amount of recitation done in

each Rakah during the reign of Sayyiduna Umar and Sayyiduna Uthman

�����ا���ر�� . Since they prayed 20 Rakahs of Taraweeh, and they usually
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�nished Quran on the 27th night, there should have been 540 Rukus of

Quran.

However, because there are few shorter Surahs towards the end, and

multiple Surahs were recited in certain Rakahs, the total number of

Rukus came out to be 557. If there were 8 Rakahs of Taraweeh, then the

Rukus of Quran should have been around 216. (Ahkam e Taraweeh pg ���)

The above mentioned narrations should be enough to prove our point.

But just to strengthen it further, we will mention the practice of some

Tabi’oon (the students of Sahaba).

The practice of Tabi’oon

We will mention 5 proofs in this section:

1) Take a look at the practice of a great student of Sayyiduna Ali ر��

ُ ���ا��� , Imam Shutayr ُر�� ���ا��� :

�َْ� رَْ��َ�ً و ا��ِ��َ� �َْ� ُ��َ�ْ�ِ �ِْ� َ��ٍَ�: أ�ّ�ُ ��نَ �َُ��ِّ� �ِْ� رَ�ََ��نَ �ِ�ْ�ِ
)١٦٣ص،٢ج����ا��ا��(����

Imam Shutayr ���ا���ر�� used to lead people for 20-Rakah

Taraweeh and Witr in Ramadan.

11



2) Sayyiduna Ibn Abī Mulaykah ���ا���ر�� , the one who met 30

Sahaba2 had the same practice. Na�’ bin ‘Umar ���ا���ر�� states:

َا�ِ�ا�ُْ���نَ ���َ�ُ��ِّ��َُ��َ�ِ �َْ�رَ�ََ��نَ�ِْ�� )١٦٣ص،٢ج����ا��ا��(����رَْ��َ�ً��ِ�ْ�ِ

Sayyiduna Ibn Mulaykah ����ا���ر�� used to lead people for

20-Rakah Taraweeh and Witr in Ramadan.

3) Sayyiduna Harith’s ���ا���ر�� practice:

ُا���رِِث�َِ� �َْ����ّ�َ�ِ�رَ�َ��نَ�ِ�ا��ّ�َس�َ�ُمّ���نَأ�� ُوَرَْ��َ�ً،�ِ�ِ�ْ�ِ ِ���ٍث،�ُ�ْ�ِ� �

)١٦٣ص،٢ج����ا��ا��(����ا��ّ��ِع��َ�َْ��َْ��ُُ�وَ

Sayyiduna Harith ���ا���ر�� used to lead people in Ramadan for a

20-Rakah Salah, and 3-Rakah Witr. He used to read Qunoot before

the Ruku’

4) The student of Sayyiduna ‘Ali, Sayyiduna Abu al-Bakhtari

�����ا���ر�� used to pray 20-Rakahs:

ِ���ٍث� ْ���ٍت �ِْ� رَ�َ��نَ وَ �ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ � �� أ�ِ� ا��َ��َ�ِّيِ أ�ّ�ُ ��نَ �َُ��ِّ� �َ�َ� �َ�ْوِ
)١٦٣ص،٢ج����أ��ا��(����

2 Tirmidi 1150
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Sayyiduna Abu al-Bakhtari used to pray �ve Tarweehas and 3 Witr

in Ramadan.

As we discussed earlier, “Tarweeha” means 4 Rakahs. Therefore, “5

Tarweehas” denote resting 5 times after 4-Rakah cycles i.e. 20

Rakahs.

5) Sayyiduna Suwayd ُر�� ���ا��� , the student of Sayyiduna Ali and

Sayyiduna Abdullah bin Masood ُر�� �����ا��� , also used to pray 20

Rakahs, as Abu al-Khasib ���ا���ر�� says:

ً �َ� رَْ��َ� ْ���ٍت �ِ�ْ�ِ �� ُ��َ��ُ �ُْ� �َ�َ�َ�َ �ِْ� رَ�ََ��نَ �َ�َُ��ِّ� �َ�َْ� �َ�ْوِ ��نَ �َ�ُ�ّ�
)١٦٣ص،٢ج����ا��ا��(����

Sayyiduna Suwayd ���ا���ر�� used to lead us for 5 Tarweehahs i.e.

20 Rakahs.

To strengthen our proofs further, now we will talk about the practice of

our honorable Jurists and Muhadithun ����ا���ر�� .

Practice of Jurists and Muhadithun.

We will present 4 proofs in this section.

1) It is stated in Jami’ Tirmidi:

�َ� ، و���ِ�ِ�� �� ا���ِب ا���� ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص �ِ�ْ�ِ و ا���ُ اَ�ِْ� ا����ِ �َ�َ� �� رُوَِي �َْ� �ُ�َ�َ، و �َ�ِ�ٍّ
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َور���ً� ،��ُل�ُ� �وا����رِكا�ِْ�وا���رِّيِ :��َلوا�ّ���ِ�ِ�ِّ اَْدرَْ�ُ��ٰ�َ�اوا�ّ���ِ�ِ�ّ�

�َ�ِ�َ�َ�ِ �َ � �ْنَ�ِ�َ�ّ� �ّ ��َُ��َْ� )����٨٠٦ي(����رَ��َ�ً��ِ�ْ�ِ

And according to most of the scholars, Taraweeh is 20 Rakahs based

on the narrations of Sayyiduna Umar, Sayyiduna Ali and other

companions ُر�� ����ا��� of beloved Prophet .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص This opinion is also

held by Imam Sufyan Thawri, Imam Ibn ul Mubarak, and Imam

Sha�’i ُر�� ����ا��� . Imam Sha�’i ُر�� ���ا��� says: “I found the people

of Mecca praying 20 Rakah Taraweeh.”

2) After narrating the narrations of Sayyiduna Ali and Sayyiduna Ibn

Masood ُر�� �����ا��� regarding 20 Rakah Taraweeh, Imam Badr

al-Din al-’Ayni ُر�� ���ا��� has stated in his commentary of Bukhari:

َو ِو،ا�����ءِ����رِ��ُل�ُ� �نَ��َل�ِ� �ّ ُوا����ِ�ِ�ّ�وا�����ِ� ��وا�����ءِ�ا���

ُا������ِ�َِ����ٍف����ِ���ٍ��ِ�اُ��ِّ�َْ�ا����ُ� )١٢٧ص،١١جا���رئ(���ة

That is the opinion of majority of the scholars. This opinion is held

by the people of Kufa, Imam Sha�’i, and majority of the jurists. This

opinion has been narrated from Ubay bin Ka’ab ���ا���ر�� with the

consensus of Sahaba ����ا���ر�� .
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3) Allama Ibn Rushd Maliki ���ا���ر�� says:

ُ���ر��وَاْ��َ�َ�ُ�ا ّ�ْ���ِت�َ�َدِ�ِْ�ا�� ّ��ِْ�ا�� ُا� �َ�ْ���رَرَ�َ��نَ:�ِْ�ا��ّ�ُس�ِ����َ�ُ�ْم

،و�����،أ��و�َ��َ��ِ،اَ�َ�ِ�����ٌِ� �َ�ا��ِ��مُداودُ:وأْ���ُوا����ِ�ِ�ّ� ِ��ِ�ِ�

رَْ��َ�ً ِ��َى ا��ِ��ِ�

َوَ ُ���ٍ��َْ�ا����ِِ�ا�ُْ�ذَ�َ� � �ّ ً�َْ��َ�ِ�ُ���نأ� ً����ِ��َّو�ِ��ّ� َورَ��� ���ث�ا��ِ��

)٢١٩ص،١جا������،�����وا������(��ا��

There is a di�erence of opinion about the chosen opinion regarding

the number of Rakahs which is supposed to be o�ered by the

people in Ramadan. Imam Malik in one of his opinions, Imam Abu

Hanifa, Imam Sha�’i, Imam Ahmed, and Imam Dawood ُر�� ����ا���

chose the opinion of o�ering 20-Rakahs except Witr.

Imam Ibn al-Qasim �����ا�����ر��� narrates from Imam Malik

ُر�� ���ا��� that indeed he used to prefer o�ering 36 Rakahs (of

Taraweeh) and 3 Witr.

As you saw, the majority of Scholars chose the opinion of 20 Rakahs.

Imam Malik ���ا���ر�� has 2 opinions, one of them supports the 20

Rakahs, while the other supports 36, which we explained earlier.
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4) The famous commentator of Sahih Mulim, Sayyiduna Allama Shareef

al-Deen an-Nawawi ash-Sha�’i ُ �َ�َ�ْ�ا���ِر��� states:

َ ُ�ِ��اَْ����ُ�َ�إْ��َّ��و ُوَا��َ�َ�ِّ��رَوَاه ِ��ِْ��ِ������دِ�َ�ْ�ُه َ�ِْ�ا�ّ���ِِ��َِ�ا�ّ�� �ْ�ِ �َ�

ِّ�ِ��َ� ُرَ�ِ�َا�ّ�� َ���ِ�َ�َ��َ�ُ�ْ�ُ�ْنَ���ُ�ْا��َل�َ�ْ�ُ�ا��� َ����ِ�ِ�ا����ِب�ِ��ُ�َ�

ً �َْ� ر��� رَ�ََ��نَ �ِ�ِ�ْ�ِ

�ُْونَ�َ��ُ�ْاو�ِ������ِ�َ�ُ��ُ�نَو���ُ�ا ةِ�ِْ��ُ�ْ��نَ�َْ��ِ�ِْ����ِّ�ِ��َ�َ��َ�َ�َّ�� ��ّ�ِ

)٣٢ص٤جا����ع���ة��با�����(��حا�ْ�ِ��ِم�

Our scholars have derived evidence from the Sahih narration of

Imam Bayhaqi and others, that Sayyiduna Saaib bin Yazid ُر��َ ُا��� ��َ� ,

the Sahabi, has stated that during the reign of Sayyiduna Umar ر��َ

ُ ُا��� ��َ� , people used to o�er 20 Rakah in the month of Ramadan.

They used to recite Surahs that were 100 Ayah long (in this prayer).

They used to lean on their canes during the reign of Sayyiduna

'Uthman bin 'A�an ُر��َ ُا��� ��َ� because of the amount of standing

they had to do.
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He further says:

��ُ�َ��َْ���� �ّ ً�ِ��ونَأ� َ������ٍت�ِ�َ�َ�ِرَْ��� ��و���ٍت���ُ�ذ��وا����ِ����

ُ ِو����ُ����ا�������َ�ْ�ِ�ر���ٍتار�ُ�وا���و��� َأ����َل�ِ� ُو����� وا���ُوا����ُ�

داودُ و ���ُ�ُْ�� و �َ�َ�َ�ُ ا����ِ� ���ٌض �َْ� ����رِ ا�����ءِ�

)٣٢ص٤جا����ع���ة��با�����(��ح

Our opinion is that Taraweeh consists of 20 Rakahs with 10 Salams

except Witr. That comes out to be 5 Tarweehahs. Tarweehah means 4

Rakahs with 2 Salams. This is our opinion and the opinion of Imam Abu

Hanifa and his people, Imam Ahmed, Imam Dawood and others ا���ر��

����. Al-Qadi Iyad ا���ر��� has also narrated it from vast majority of

Islamic Scholars.

Keep in mind that Imam Nawawi was no ordinary man. Around 50

hefty literary works had been written by him. few of his well-known

works are:

● Riyad-us-Saliheen,

● Al-Arba'oon,

● Sharh Sahih Muslim
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Even according to this renowned Shaykh, the number of Rakahs of

Taraweeh is 20 based on the Ahadith.

Conclusion

After looking at the practice of our beloved Prophet ,ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص his blessed

companions and their students ����ا���ر�� , along with the statements of

our noble Jurists and Muhadiths �����ا���ر���� , we can clearly see that

there are 20 Rakahs of Taraweeh and not 8.

The beloved Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص has stated:

�ُْ�� �ّ � �ُ�رِوَُ��ْ�َ�َ�ِتوَ�� �َ�ا��� ��ّ ��َ�ٌ �َ�َ ���َ�َْ�َ�َ ْدرَك ِ�ِ�ْ�ُْ�ذَ�َِ�أ� �ْ�َ�َ�َ��ِ� �ّ �ُ�ِ�ِ� �ّ ُ�َ�َ�ءِوَُ�� اْ��

�َاِ��ِ �ّ �ا �َ�َْ��َ� �ِ��� اِ��ِ�َ� ا�ْ�َْ��ِ�ِّ��َ �َّ�� �ّ ا��

“Beware of the newly invented matters, for indeed they are misguidance.

Whoever among you sees that, then he must stick to my Sunnah and the

Sunnah of the rightly guided Caliphs, cling to it with the molars.'"

(Jami` at-Tirmidhi ����)

This Hadith makes it apparent that Muslims should adhere to the

Sunnah of the rightly led Caliphs if there are controversies or Fitnas

regarding Islamic rules. In today's world, we can see that a large group is
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spreading this misleading information that the Rakahs of Taraweeh are

actually eight.

The proofs that we have mentioned should demonstrate that this

viewpoint is completely absurd. Therefore, the Muslims should adhere to

the practice of the rightly guided Caliphs instead of listening to self

proclaimed scholars on social media and giving up this beautiful Sunnah

of praying 20-Rakah Taraweeh.

Consider this: for thousands of years, Muslims have had no trouble

praying 20 Rakah Taraweeh, and now people are �nding reasons to give

up the 20 Rakahs of Taraweeh based on their own convenience. In fact,

the research scholars state that before the year 1284 (Hijri), nobody had

the opinion of praying only 8 Rakahs for Taraweeh.

However, in Akbarabad, India during the year 1284 (Hijri), somebody

issued a Fatwa supporting 8 Rakahs of Taraweeeh. Everyone, including

the Ghair-Muqallideen, thought this was a deceptive Bid'ah, and the

Ghair-Muqallideen wrote huge books to reject the 8 Rakahs of Taraweeh

and label it a Bid'ah. (Ahkam e Taraweeh ���)

Finally, we implore Muslims to remember the proofs presented in this

study. Everyone should spread awareness about our honorable Sahaba's
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consensus of 20 Rakah Taraweeh, as well as the fact that anyone who

goes against consensus is a deviant. The majority of jurists have explicitly

backed the viewpoint of 20 Rakah Taraweeh in the texts stated above.

It's now up to you to decide.

Do you want to follow a 21st-century rookie who will get you as well as

himself in trouble in the afterlife, or do you want to follow our

honorable Sahaba and other scholars of the past who possessed

knowledge as well as piety? This decision is entirely up to you. We can

only show you the route; it is up to you to follow it. ا��ُ�ِ�ْ�ا����غُإ�ّ��َ�َ�ْ��وَ�َ�

~Abu� W��� �uh����d Bi��� ��di� ���r� A��ar� (Sug�� ���d, T�, US�)

Mar�� 29t�, 2022 | Sha��� 26t� 1433.

Feedback/Contact: bilalsqadri@gmail.com
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